Letter from Scientists and Clinicians on the Breakthrough Prize for publication in
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On Saturday the annual Breakthrough Prize, dubbed the ‘Oscars of Science’, will hold
its glitzy awards ceremony in LA. This year’s Life Sciences Prize is being awarded to
three scientists - Sabine Hadida, Paul Negulescu and Fredrick Van Goor of Vertex
Pharmaceuticals, for their role in creating a ‘miracle’ class of cystic fibrosis drug, that
changes the disease from an early death sentence to a manageable condition. The
awardees deserve this recognition, and we congratulate and thank them for their
groundbreaking work.

However, the celebration of their achievements is overshadowed by the reality that this
life-saving innovation is only available to people in wealthy countries due to the high
cost set by Vertex. For the many people with CF living in poorer countries, Trikafta is
simply unaffordable at current listed prices which in the US is $326,000 per person per
year.

The estimated production cost of Trikafta is as low as $6000 per patient per year which
suggests that the pricing of Trikafta is driven more by maximising profits than the
wellbeing of CF communities worldwide. Vertex is aggressively defending its global
monopoly and fighting the efforts of CF communities in poor countries to secure access
to affordable generic versions of their medicines.

The lack of access to this miracle drug in poor countries, based on affordability, is a
stark reminder of the inequity in healthcare innovations across the world. As CF
scientists and clinicians from across the globe, we are standing with the CF community
to call on the Breakthrough Prize organisers and awardees to reflect on global inequity
and to consider who is benefiting from their groundbreaking innovation and profits. We
urge them to use their positions and influence to support calls to make Trikafta, and
other innovative life-saving drugs, affordable to everyone who stands to benefit.
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